
 

 

Third Presbyterian Church​
Bible Study​

Sermon on the Mount – Lesson 2​
“Comfort in the mourning” 

Matthew 5:4 (NIV) ​
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Luke 6:21 (NIV) ​
21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  

Luke 6:25 (NIV) ​
25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and 
weep.  

Luke 15:11-32 (NIV) ​
11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. ​
12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property 
between them. ​
13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered 
his wealth in wild living. ​
14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. ​
15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. ​
16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. ​
17 "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am 
starving to death! ​
18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. ​
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' ​
20 So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. ​
21 "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.' ​
22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. ​
23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. ​
24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. ​
25 "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. ​
26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ​
27 'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe 
and sound.' ​
28 "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. ​
29 But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. 
Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. ​
30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him!' ​
31 "'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. ​
32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and 
is found.'"  

​
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1.​ In this verse Jesus is speaking of Mourning over sin.  What does it mean to mourn over 
sin? 

2.​ The sermon stated: If our mourning is not leading to any action then we are just 
whining 

a.​ What is your response to this statement, agree or disagree and why? 

b.​ According to the sermon what does it look like to whine over sin?  

3.​ Why do you feel as a society we have become insensitive to sin therefore there is little to 
no mourning over sin? 

4.​ Discuss the sermons statement of the reality that the closer issues of sin get to us the more 
indulgent (lenient) we get toward sin. For example, we judge and condemn the drug 
addict, but are silent over gluttony and obesity. We condemn the homosexual to hell, until 
it’s our child, favorite relative or even our spouse! 

a.​ What does it look like to hate the sin yet love the person? 

5.​ Have some discussion on the validity of this statement from the sermon: “If sin does not 
upset us, then we will find no delight in the salvation from it either.” 

6.​ Reflect back to the first time you joined a church, what were your feelings, if you were 
apprehensive why? This question is a reflection of how the son was preparing to come 
home to the father and take a lowly position because of his sin against the father. Share 
you joining experience with the group. 

a.​ What if anything can you/we do more than we are doing to alleviate someone’s 
joining the church apprehension? 

7.​ What responsibility do you feel you have to your unbelieving friends?  

8.​ How can you guard yourself against feeling resentment when God shows mercy to people 
you think don’t deserve it?  

9.​ Share your major takeaways from the sermon and lesson for today. 
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 (5:4) Mourn (penthountes PWS: 2627): to have a broken heart. It is the strongest word possible for mourning. It is 
like the deep mourning and wailing that occurs over the death of a loved one. It is sorrow—a desperate, helpless 
sorrow. It is a sorrow for sin, a broken heart over evil and suffering. It is a brokenness of self that comes from 
seeing Christ on the cross and realizing that our sins put Him there (cp. James 4:9). Note several significant 
facts. 

1.  Who is it that mourns? Who is it so full of grief that he cries and weeps and utters groanings deep from 
within? There are three persons who mourn and utter such groanings. 

a.  The person who is desperately sorry for his sins and unworthiness before God. He has such a sense of 
sin that his heart is just broken. 

  

"And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner" (Luke 18:13). 

  

b.  The person who really feels the desperate plight and terrible suffering of others. The tragedies, the 
problems, the sinful behavior of others—the state, the condition, the lostness of the world—all weigh 
ever so heavily upon the heart of the mourner. 

  

"But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they 
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd" (Matthew 9:36). 

"And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion 
toward them, and he healed their sick" (Matthew 14:14). 

  

c.  The person who experiences personal tragedy and intense trauma. 
2.  Men are to mourn over their sins. This leads to confession and humility before God and results in being 

lifted up (James 4:8-10). 
3.  The person who mourns is comforted by Christ Himself. Christ was called the "man of sorrows" and was 

acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3). He is able to succor and to draw a person ever so close and to comfort and 
strengthen him beyond imagination (Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 4:15-16). 

4.  There is a godly sorrow, but there is also a worldly sorrow  

DEEPER STUDY #3 

(5:4) Comfort: they who mourn shall be comforted (see note—• 2 Cor. 1:3). 
  

1.  There is a present comfort. 
a.  A settled peace: a relief, a solace, a consolation within. 

  

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27). 

"These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye 
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=748&tocpath=M%5C%5C#2627:%20Mourn
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+4%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+18%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+9%3A36
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+14%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+4%3A8-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+53%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+2%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+4%3A15-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=601&tocpath=1%20and%202%20CORINTHIANS%20COMMENTARY%5C2%20Corinthians%5CI.%20THE%20GOD%20OF%20PAUL,%201:1-11%5CB.%20God%20and%20Suffering,%201:3-11%5C1.%20God%20is%20the%20Father%20of%20mercies%20and%20the%20God%20of%20all%20comfort%20(v.3)
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+16%3A33
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b.  An assurance of forgiveness and acceptance by God. 
  

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Ephes. 1:3). 

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). 

"My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation 
[sacrifice] for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world" (1 
John 2:1-2). 

  

c.  A fullness of joy: a sense of God's presence, care and guidance (John 14:26); a sense of His 
sovereignty; a sense of His working all things out for good to those who love Him. 

  

"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose" (Romans 8:28). 

"And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people" (Romans 
15:11). 

"As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing all things" (2 Cor. 6:10). 

"Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore" (Psalm 16:11). 

  

2.  There is an eternal comfort. 
a.  A passing from death to life. 

  

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life" (John 5:24). 

  

b.  A wiping away of all tears. 
  

"He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off 
all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the 
LORD hath spoken it" (Isaiah 25:8). 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+1%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+2%3A1-2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+2%3A1-2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+15%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+15%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+6%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+16%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+3%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+5%3A24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+25%3A8
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"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away" (Rev. 21:4). 

 

I.    The Parable of the Prodigal Son: The Wayward Son, 15:11-24 

(15:11-24) Introduction: the parable of the Prodigal Son is the greatest and most beloved story ever told in 
human language. God loves and reaches out to the most prodigal of men, and He runs to embrace any prodigal 
son who repents and returns home. God forgives His prodigal son and restores him, no matter how terrible the 
sin and failure of the prodigal. 

1.    He said, "Give me" (v.11-13). 
2.    He met the day when he suffered and was in want (v.14-16). 
3.    He came to himself and snapped out of his insanity, back to reality (v.17-19). 
4.    He arose and returned to his father (v.20-21). 
5.    He was accepted when he returned to the father (v.22-24). 

  

1. (15:11-13) Selfishness— Hardness— Independence— Self— Stubborn— Worldliness: the prodigal said, 
"Give me." Note the son was a child of the father's by birth. He belonged to the estate (world) of the father's by 
natural birth. But it is clear from what follows that the son did not belong to the father in heart, mind, or spirit. 
The prodigal wanted two things. 

1.    He said, "Give me my inheritance. He wanted money and the things and possessions of the estate (world) 
which he was to inherit. He wanted to get all the Father would give him, so that he could enjoy it now. 

a.    He had not earned it, not yet; therefore, he did not deserve it. 
b.    He was selfish and self-centered, rude and unkind. He said, "Give me," not "Please" nor "May I 

have." The effect upon his father and the estate was of little, if any, concern to the prodigal. The father 
could be hurt and the estate could suffer from the loss of the money and goods; it mattered little to the 
prodigal. 

  

"And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things 
entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful" (Mark 4:19). 

"And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth" (Luke 12:15). 

"But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the 
root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows" (1 Tim. 6:9-10). 

​
2.    He said, "Give me my independence." This is what the prodigal was really after, the right to his own life. 
He was tied down to the father's property and was held responsible for the care of the property. He wanted to cut 
loose—to be away from the father and to be relieved of the responsibility of the property. He wanted to live his 
own life, to do his own thing (Luke 15:12). 

The prodigal rejected and turned from the father and his way of life because he felt the father would... 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+15%3A11-24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+15%3A11-24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+15%3A11-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+4%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+12%3A15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+6%3A9-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+15%3A12
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•    demand and require too much work. 
•    curtail and limit his freedom. 
•    disallow and restrict his fun and pleasure. 
•    be unfair and not understand. 
•    control and discipline too much. 
•    keep an eye and hand upon him. 

Note a crucial point: the father gave the son his freedom and possessions. The son was able to do what he 
wanted with his life and goods (abilities, talents, money, things). All was placed into the son's hands. He could 
use his life and what he had as he wished without any interference from the father. Since he was an adult son, he 
wanted to be free from the father and the father respected his adulthood. The father could do nothing about the 
choice of life chosen by the son. He had to let him go and live as he wished. 
  

"Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as 
your fathers did, so do ye" (Acts 7:51). 

"But chiefly them [the wicked] that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise 
government [authority]. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of 
dignities [authority]" (2 Peter 2:10). 

"I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiffnecked people" (Exodus 32:9). 
​

3.    The prodigal wasted his life in riotous living. 
a.    He left his father—he rebelled and revolted and journeyed to a far country. He chose a country that 

was drastically different from his father's, a country that was full of carousing and drunkenness, 
partying and immorality, selfishness and greed, sin and shame, death and hell. 

b.    He lived a worldly, fleshly life—living for the pleasure of this life only. "Riotous living" means 
loose, reckless, wild, extravagant living. It means... 

•    careless spending 
•    carousing in the forbidden bed 
•    drunkenness 
•    being loose 
•    curse 
•    telling off-colored jokes 
•    gluttonous eating 
•    drinking 
•    partying 
•    dressing to attract 
•    having a foul mouth 

  

"And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and 
are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection" 
(Luke 8:14). 

"And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take 
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry" (Luke 12:19). 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+7%3A51
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Pe+2%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+32%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+8%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+12%3A19
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"Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; adultery, fornication, 

uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies" (Galatians 5:19-21). 

​
DEEPER STUDY #1  (15:12) Inheritance 

  

2. (15:14-16) Worldliness— Sin— Enslavement— Bondage— Suffering— Friends— Dissatisfaction— 
Emptiness— Destitute— Spiritual Poverty: the prodigal son met the day when he suffered and was in want. 
He suffered five things. 

1.    He suffered being destitute. He "spent all." He squandered and wasted and misused... 
•    his money 
•    his property 
•    his talents 
•    his purpose 
•    his opportunities 

•    his mind 
•    his thoughts 
•    his hands 
•    his body 
•    his soul 

  

He misused all these in the lust of his flesh. Note: all these things, ranging from his money to his soul, came 
from God. They had been given to the son from the Father, either through nature at birth or through a direct gift. 
The son owed everything to the Father. He should have been working to hold up the name of the Father, serving 
and repaying the Father for all His marvelous gifts. But instead, the son became a rebel, a prodigal and "spent 
all" upon "riotous living." 

The point is this: the prodigal had nothing on earth to help him. He had wrapped his life up in the pleasure 
and security of the world; but now, when they were all gone, there was nothing left to help him. He stood bare, 
empty, alone, and destitute. All that he had based his life upon was now gone. He now knew that the world was 
corruptible, and that it passed away. Note: he had cut himself off from his Father (God), so he had no security 
from God. He was completely void of the confidence and spiritual strength that God would look after him and 
help him recover. He had not looked to God nor trusted and honored God with his life and goods. Therefore, he 
was destitute of all spiritual help, left out in the world all alone, having "spent all." 
  

"What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those 
things is death....For the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:21, 23). 

"...he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death" (Proverbs 11:19). 
2.    He suffered natural disaster. A famine struck. This refers to all the severe trials and disasters in life 

because of the very nature of the world. It may be storm, sickness, accident, death. Whatever it is, it is 
disastrous and causes great loss. Again, the prodigal son was all alone without God's presence; therefore, he had 
to face the disaster without God's care and help. 
  

"And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it" (Matthew 
7:26-27). 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+5%3A19-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=593&sec=00011087#link672
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+15%3A14-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+6%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+6%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Pr+11%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+7%3A26-27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+7%3A26-27
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"Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 

revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is" (1 Cor. 3:13). 
  

3.    He suffered enslavement and humiliation ​
4.    He suffered hunger. The world's garbage (riotous living) will always leave a man empty and hungry. The 
world, its pleasures and wealth and styles, will please the body, but leave the soul empty. The world cannot 
permanently... 

•    satisfy 
•    fill 
•    nourish 

•    provide 
•    supply 
•    please 

The world will leave a man (deep within, within his soul)... 
•    dissatisfied 
•    unfulfilled 
•    unnourished 

•    empty 
•    unsupplied 
•    displeased 

In contrast, only the man who hungers and thirsts after righteousness will be filled and bear the fruit of God's 
Spirit  
  

"Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but 
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water [earthly water, pleasures] springing up into everlasting 
life" (John 4:13-14). 

 
5.    He suffered the loss of friends. The so-called friends who surrounded him when he had plenty were now 

gone. Note two things. 
a.    When he had plenty and was able to maintain the same social class as his friends, they were all glad 

to call him friend. But when he was not able to keep up with their standard of living, he was not 
welcomed. They were above him, and he was below them. He was, in fact, an embarrassment to them. 
They did not want him around lest others associate them with a person who was unsuccessful and a 
failure. 

b.    The friends, at least some of them, were feeling the pinch of the famine as well. Note the selfishness 
of the world: "no man gave unto him." How like the vast majority of people today! And so many have 
so much that could be given! 

  

"All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom I loved are turned against me" 
(Job 19:19). 

"My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my kinsmen stand afar off" 
(Psalm 38:11). 

  

DEEPER STUDY #2  (15:15) Sin 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+3%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+4%3A13-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Job+19%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+38%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=593&sec=00011091#link673
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3. (15:17-19) Sin— Repentance— Thinking: the prodigal came to himself, snapped out of his insanity, back 
to reality. Note the words "came to himself." Jesus considers a person away from God to be mad, insane, living 
in an unreal world. 

  

"This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto all: 
yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, 
and after that they go to the dead" (Eccles. 9:3). 

  

Two things are indicated about repentance. 
⇒    Repentance is the beginning of sanity and reality, the very basis for building a sound life. 
⇒    The beginning of repentance is thought, thinking about one's need to repent and turn back to God. 

  

Note the words, "When he came to himself, he said"; that is, he began to think to himself. He thought long 
and hard upon these things. 

1.    He thought upon his Father (God) and His enormous provision. 
a.    The Father's "many servants" would be the believers, the children of God. 
b.    The Father's "bread" was enough to feed all, and then there was even more to spare. 

The prodigal remembered how his father had been able to provide for all. He remembered the sense of 
belonging, of being a family and of fellowshipping together among all the servants of God, the great provision 
of love and joy and peace, of purpose and meaning and significance. His father had it all and more to spare. 

2.    He thought upon his plight: "I perish" (Luke 15:17). The meaning is both now and future. 
a.    He was perishing now: empty, lonely, unhappy, humiliated, destitute, without purpose, meaning, or 

significance, without family or friend. 
b.    He was doomed to perish eternally (John 3:16; see Deeper Study #1—Hebrews 9:27). 

3.    He thought about humbling himself. Humbling himself would involve two significant steps. 
a.    Repenting. Note the prodigal would have to "arise," that is, turn from and leave the far country, and 

go to his father. These are the steps involved in repentance... 
•    arising, getting up. 
•    turning away from one's sinful life. 
•    turning toward and moving toward God. 

  

Note that repentance is simply a changed life, a life that turns from sin to righteousness, from self 
to God, from this world to heaven, from the temporal to the eternal. 

b.    Confessing. The prodigal would have to confess... 
•    his sin. 
•    his unworthiness to be called God's son. 

  

Thought 1. Note that the prodigal was only thinking of these things, not doing them—not yet. However, 
the desire and longing to return to his father was gnawing at his heart deeply. 

  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+15%3A17-19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ecc+9%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+15%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+3%3A16
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"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 

filled" (Matthew 5:6; cp. Luke 6:21). 
"In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man 

thirst, let him come unto me, and drink" (John 7:37). 
"I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land" 

(Psalm 143:6; cp. Psalm 42:2; Psalm 38:9; Psalm 63:1; Psalm 119:174). 
"Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath  no money; come 

ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price" (Isaiah 
55:1). 

  

4. (15:20-21) Repentance— Confession— God, Seeking Men— Contrition: the prodigal arose and returned 
to his father. This was the greatest of moments for the prodigal, the most momentous event in the life of any 
sinner. It is the summit of human experience. The prodigal returned to God: he sought reconciliation with his 
Father. 

1.    He repented: he did get up and turn from his sinful life and go to his Father. He was no longer just 
thinking about it; he was now repenting and going to the Father. 
  

"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted" (Matthew 5:4). 
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 

refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord" (Acts 3:19). 
  

2.    He was accepted even before he confessed. This is a significant point to note. Repentance is the sign that 
we are sincere when we confess, and God knows we are sincere when He sees us actually turn from our wicked 
ways. He forgives when we repent, when we truly want Him to forgive. This is the reason the Father runs to 
meet His son. The son had turned away from the far country and had come to the Father. Note: 

⇒    the Father's eyes were merciful: no matter what He had seen, He wanted to have mercy. 
⇒    the Father's heart was merciful: He wanted to reach out in compassion to the sinning son. 
⇒    the Father's feet were merciful: He wanted to run and meet and escort the sinner home. 
⇒    the Father's arms were merciful: He wanted to embrace the prodigal son and weep with him. 
⇒    the Father's lips were merciful: He wanted to welcome the prodigal son home with all the tenderness 

of a true Father. 
  

"The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a 
contrite spirit" (Psalm 34:18). 

"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise" (Psalm 51:17). 

  

3.    He confessed. He needed to confess his terrible evil: that he had rebelled, rejected, and sinned against 
the Father. He had sinned against heaven, all that heaven stood for in all its righteousness and godliness; and 
sinned in the sight of God, going against all that the Father stood for and knew to be best. 
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"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). 

"Now therefore make confession unto the LORD God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and 
separate yourselves from the people of the land, and from the strange wives" (Ezra 10:11). 

"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy" (Proverbs 28:13). 

  

5. (15:22-24) Forgiveness— Restoration: the prodigal was accepted and restored. But note: he would not have 
been accepted and restored if he had not returned. The key to being accepted by God is repentance. We must 
always remember this fact, a fact which determines our eternal destiny. 

1.    The father restored him. 
a.    The "robe" restored him to a position of sonship and honor. It symbolized being clothed with the 

righteousness of Christ. 
  

"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5:21). 

"But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof" (Romans 13:14). 

"And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness" (Ephes. 4:24). 

"And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him 
that created him" (Col. 3:10). 

  

b.    The "ring" restored him to a position of authority. The son was now to represent the father and his 
kingdom. 

  

"And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an 
heir of God through Christ" (Galatians 4:6-7). 

"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne" (Rev. 3:21). 

"For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together" (Romans 8:15-17). 

"That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life" (Titus 3:7). 
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c.    The "shoes" immediately restored and elevated him above servanthood, which means he became a 

free man. The son was now shod with shoes to carry the gospel of peace wherever he went. 
  

"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). 
"Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness" (Romans 

6:18). 
"For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 

and death" (Romans 8:2). 
  

d.    The celebration pictures reconciliation, full acceptance, and the great joy of the occasion. 
  

"But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus 3:4-7). 

  

2.    The father fed the son and celebrated his son's return. Both facts are important. All that the son needed 
was fed to him. He was fully accepted into the family; therefore, all the food of heaven was laid out before him. 
It was there to nourish him. But even more: there was celebration and great joy over the son's return. The whole 
household celebrated in joy. 
  

"That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus" (Ephes. 2:7). 

"But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. 
4:19). 

  

3.    The Father proclaimed His son's new life. 
a.    He "was dead and is alive again." 

  

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life" (John 5:24). 

  

b.    "He was lost and is found." 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+8%3A32
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+6%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+6%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Tit+3%3A4-7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+2%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+4%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+4%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+3%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+5%3A24


Page | 12 

 
"All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and the 

LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6). 
"And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto 

them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost....And when she hath 
found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I 
have found the piece which I had lost" (Luke 15:6, 9). 
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