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Third Presbyterian Church
Bible Study
Sermon on the Mount — Lesson 3

“Meekness is not weakness!”

Matthew 5:5 (NIV)
>Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Supplemental Readings: John 11, John 13, Matthew 21

Discussion Questions:

1. Meekness is defined as strength/power under control.

a. Explain why people always associate meekness with weakness?

b. Can a person who exhibits meekness get ahead/be successful in this world? Why or why not?
2. Discuss if you agree or disagree with the following statement made in sermon: “When we allow
ourselves to be under the control of others or other things, the result is always abuse”

a. Give example of what life looks like under the control of other things and not God.

How is the display of meekness for the benefit of others?
Discuss the display of meekness shown by Jesus in John 11.
Discuss the display of meekness shown by Jesus in John 13.

Discuss the display of meekness shown by Jesus in Matthew 21.

A

A true sign of meekness is that a person takes no delight in seeing the proud destroyed.

a. Why is it difficult to pray for your enemies?

b. Has praying for your enemies made a difference your life or the life of your enemies?
8. God rewards meekness but challenges the arrogant. What is the difference between confidence and

arrogance?

a. How can a Christian display confidence without being arrogant or is this impossible to
accomplish?

9. Respond to this statement with your understanding of it and a personal example in your life if you have
one: “Meekness offers security and, in that security, there is a freedom” (security in what, what does this
security look like, what freedom and what does this freedom give us)

10. Share your major takeaways from lesson/sermon from this week.

Workshop: Criticism is a characteristic that God despises, because it first makes a statement regarding our own
perception of God being inefficient to meet our needs. Why is criticism easy, and what can we do this week to

extinguish a complaining spirit from entering our spirit?
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(5:5) Meek (praeis B2 to have a strong, but tender and humble, life. It is a strong yet teachable spirit. It is
not being weak, bowing or spineless. It is a man who is strong, very strong, yet he is humble and tender. It is
a man with all the emotions and ability to take and conquer, but he is able to control himself. It is
discipline—a man disciplined because he is God-controlled. The opposite of meekness is arrogance or pride.
In too many persons there is an aire of sufficiency and superiority. A meek person knows that he has needs
and does not have all the answers.

1. Who are the meek?

a. The person who is controlled, not undisciplined. The mind and body are disciplined, never let loose. Passion
and urges, speech and behavior, sight and touch are always controlled.

"Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof" (Romans
6:12).

""All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not
be brought under the power of any" (1 Cor. 6:12).

"But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway" (1 Cor. 9:27).

"For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able
also to bridle the whole body" (James 3:2).

""And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity" (2 Peter 1:5-7).

b. The person who is humble, not prideful.

1) He is humble before God. He knows his need for God and for God's hand upon his life, his need to be
saved and controlled by God.

2) He is humble before men. He knows he is not the epitomy of mankind, nor the summit of knowledge
among men. He does not have it all nor does he know it all.

"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the
measure of faith" (Romans 12:3).

"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better
than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others"

(Phil. 2:3-4).
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c. The person who is gentle, not easily provoked. He is always in control when dealing with people: cool,
even-tempered, able to show displeasure without reacting impulsively, able to answer softly. (Cp. Christ,
Matthew 11:29; 1 Peter 2:23; cp. Moses, Numbers 12:3.)

""And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient" (2_Tim.
2:24).

"[Love] doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil" (1
Cor. 13:5).

d. The person who is forgiving, not revengeful.

"For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you" (Matthew 6:14).

"Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him
drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head' (Romans 12:19-21).

2. The meek person is a quiet person. He studies to be quiet.

"Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still" (Psalm 4:4).

a. He is quiet before God. He quietly surrenders to God, acknowledging his need without show or pomp, and he
quietly goes before God daily, depending upon God for guidance and care.

"Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth"
(Psalm 46:10).

b. He is quiet before men. He walks quietly before men, controlled in all things, in both speech and behavior.
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""And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we
commanded you" (1 Thes. 4:11).

"[Pray] for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty" (1 Tim. 2:2).

"But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price'" (1 Peter 3:4).

DEEPER STUDY #4 (5:5) Inherit the Earth

DEEPER STUDY #4

(5:5) Inherit the Earth: there are two points to be stressed in the reward to the meek (cp. Psalm 27:11).

1. The meek inherit the earth now; that is, they presently enjoy and experience the good things of the earth.

a. The meek have found themselves. They are comfortable with themselves. They know who they are;
therefore, they are strong and confident, yet tender and humble.

"Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1:6).

"I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed
unto him against that day" (2 Tim. 1:12).

b. The meek know where they are going; they are teachable. They have nothing to prove. They have purpose,
meaning, and significance in life.

""Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing" (2 Tim. 4:8).

'""And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to
whom be glory for ever and ever' (2 Tim. 4:18).
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c. The meek are assured of victory, conquest, triumph over whatever confronts them. They are controlled,
therefore, they control circumstances instead of letting circumstances control them. They are free from
stress and tension.

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom
also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and
patience, experience; and experience, hope: and hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us' (Romans 5:1-5).

"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. 10:13).

d. The meek have peaceful souls. They carry whatever pressure and tension comes their way to Christ, and He
relieves it all.

"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light" (Matthew 11:28-30).

2. The earth is theirs eternally, that is, the new heavens and earth. An inheritance of eternal life and dominion is
promised them, for they are joint-heirs with Christ.

"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, then
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also

glorified together'" (Romans 8:16-17).

"That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus
3:7).

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you" (1
Peter 1:3-4; cp. 2 Peter 3:10-13).

"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away"

(Rev. 21:1).
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B. The Second Tragic Failure Seen in Two Leaders, Miriam and Aaron: Distrusting God—Ceriticizing
and Questioning the Call of God's Servant, 12:1-16

(12:1-16) Introduction— Criticism, Spirit of— Grumbling, Spirit of— Murmuring, Spirit of— Minister,

Criticism of: a spirit of criticism and grumbling is sweeping the earth today. Almost everyone is caught up in
the spirit. A critical spirit has infiltrated the attitude and speech of most people. People are criticizing,
grumbling, and murmuring against...

* employer * family
members

» employee

* politicians
* neighbor

* government
* spouse

* taxes
* parent

* teachers
* school

* health
* businesses

* the media
* friends
* money

The list could go on and on. But there is one person who is criticized and grumbled about as much as any
other person or professional: the minister of God. True, the minister is in a high profile profession and is usually
held to a higher standard than most professionals. But there is more behind the criticism than just this: there is a
spiritual warfare launched against the minister because of his call to serve God and His people. In fact, one of
the major strategies of the devil is to arouse criticism and complaints against the minister of God. Sometimes
the criticism is even launched by a family member. This is the subject of the present passage. The Second
Tragic Failure Seen in Two Leaders, Miriam and Aaron: Distrusting God—Criticizing and Questioning the Call
of God's Servant, 12:1-16.

1. The criticism and questioning of God's servant (v.1-3).

2. The chastisement and judgment of God (v.4-12).
3. The great mercy and compassion of God (v.13-16).

1. (12:1-3) Criticism, of Ministers— Grumbling, against Ministers— Complaining, against Ministers—
Miriam - Aaron, Questioned Moses' L.eadership— Moses, Opposition to— Family, Criticism of—
Minister, Opposition to: there was the criticism and questioning of God's servant, Moses. What happened was
heartbreaking. The very sister and brother of Moses stood against him, challenging his leadership. Keep in mind
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what Moses had just gone through. The people had at long last begun their march to the promised land, just
within the past week. But within three days...

* the people had complained about their hardships, so much so that God was forced to chastise and judge
them (Numbers 11:1-3).

* the people had complained about not having enough variety in their food—not enough meat or fresh
vegetables—complained so much that God was forced for a second time to chastise them (Numbers
11:4-35).

Remember: Moses had become deeply discouraged by the people's constant criticism and complaining. The
grumbling and murmuring got to Moses. He became deeply troubled, distressed to the point that he wanted God
to remove him and get him out of the situation. He just wanted God to go ahead and take him home, that is, to
die (Numbers 11:10-15). Now, apparently just a few days later, the very sister and brother of Moses began to
criticize and attack him. Heartbreaking! Distressing! Discouraging! Cut to the core of his being, Moses was
bound to be sensing deep, troubling emotions. This was his own sister and brother, and here they were attacking
him immediately after his most distressing experience with the people.

1. Miriam and Aaron criticized Moses because of his wife, apparently because she was of a different race
(Numbers 12:1). Miriam apparently took the lead in the attack. The placement of her name first would seem to
indicate this. But obviously, Aaron willingly went along with the criticism against his brother. The seriousness
of this attack against God's servant is clearly seen by remembering who Miriam and Aaron were. They were
both leaders among God's people. Miriam was a prophetess; in fact, she was the leader among the spirit-filled
women of Israel (Exodus 15:20-22). And Aaron was the High Priest, the supreme leader of Israel next to
Moses. What was happening was incomprehensible, totally irresponsible. Here they were criticizing the servant
of God, interrupting and detracting him from his ministry because he had married a Cushite, a woman who was
not of Israel. Who was this woman? Is this a reference to Zipporah, Moses' wife (cp. Exodus 2:15-22)? Moses'
wife was from Midian, which is sometimes identified as Cush or Cushan (Habakkuk 3:7; cp. Exodus 2:16f).
Was the skin of Zipporah different in any way from the skin of the Israelites? Or, had Zipporah died, and Moses
married another woman from Cush?

The present passage seems to indicate that Moses indeed had married another woman, a Cushite. Moreover,
if Miriam and Aaron were going to criticize Moses' marriage to Zipporah, they would most likely have done it
years before, not now—mnot years later. It seems far more likely that they would be criticizing him for a recent
marriage, a marriage which they opposed. The literal language of this verse seems to indicate a recent marriage
to the Cushite woman. Note the literal translation of the first verse: "Concerning the issue of the Cushite woman
that he had married, for it was a Cushite woman whom he had married."

The point to see is that Miriam and Aaron were cutting the heart of their brother Moses, the servant of God.
They were distracting and interrupting his ministry, breaking his focus of thought, troubling and distressing his
heart and mind. Moses was as any of us would be: heartbroken, distressed, deeply troubled emotionally and
mentally, cut to the core of his being—all because his own sister and brother were now criticizing and
murmuring against him.

2. Miriam and Aaron also questioned the unique call and mission of Moses (Numbers 12:2). To them, Moses
was not the only leader or spokesman chosen by God. God had also chosen and spoken through them. Note:
they were not criticizing the right of Moses to be a leader nor grumbling against his position of leadership. They
were grumbling because their call and position were not as honored or recognized as his. They wanted their
position and call to be more recognized and honored among the people. They prided themselves in their
abilities, in their call and position; and they felt that the people should give more respect and recognition to their
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service for the Lorp. As stated, they did not want to replace Moses: they accepted his call and position before
God. They just wanted equal respect, recognition, and honor for their call and position.

3. Note the warning: the Lorp heard them complain (Numbers 12:2). The implication is that the Lorp hears
everything. Nothing is said or done upon earth that passes His notice. He hears every criticism and attack, every
grumbling and murmuring. And He saw Miriam and Moses and the primary call and ministry of His dear
servant. The idea is that God stood ready to defend and execute justice on behalf of His servant.

4. Note the response of Moses (Numbers 12:3): it was not reactionary nor combative, but humble. He said
nothing, answered nothing to his attackers. He remained silent. Note why: he was meek and humble, more so
than anyone else on the face of the earth (Numbers 12:3). Remember, Moses was not eloquent: he was slow of
speech and tongue. He was not fluent, not skillful with words, not expressive nor persuasive. He did not speak
with ease (see outline—" Exodus 4:10-12 and note—" Exodus 4:10-12 for more discussion). As so many who
have this problem know, this probably means that Moses recoiled, withdrew as much as possible from criticism.
Grumbling and murmuring upset him so much that he tried to avoid facing the situation whenever he could. He
felt incapable of handling such situations because of his speech impediment. He felt that he could not
adequately argue or present positions in a tense situation. Perhaps this is what was happening here: he was
silent, not knowing exactly what to say to these two outstanding leaders. He knew they were wrong, but he did
not know how to argue the point.

Note this fact as well: there is the possibility that Moses simply did not want to argue with his sister and
brother. An argument might have severed the relationship they had with one another. Despite their obvious pride
and focus upon themselves, Moses did not want to hurt them nor degrade them before one another and perhaps
before other leaders who might have been present. Moses was a very meek and humble man.

Thought 1. Note two significant lessons:

1) Criticism, grumbling, and murmuring against God's servant is forbidden by God. Attacking God's
minister is a sin. They are to be honored, not attacked.

"Judge not, that ye be not judged" (Matthew 7:1).

"Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein
thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things"

(Romans 2:1).

"Who art thou that judgest another man's servant [God's servant]|? to his own master
[God] he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand"
(Romans 14:4).

"Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries

of God" (1 Cor. 4:1).

2) The servant of God is not to react against criticism, not to be combative. In the face of criticism, the
minister is to be meek and humble—totally submissive and dependent upon God.
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"Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 18:4).

"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith" (Romans 12:3).

"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of

the cross' (Phil. 2:5-8).

2. (12:4-12) Chastisement, of God— Judgment, of God— Discipline, of God— Miriam— Aaron—
Intercession— Moses., Intercession of: there was the chastisement and judgment of God upon Miriam and

Aaron. Note that God immediately took over the situation. The words "at once" (pit om) mean immediately,
suddenly, unexpectedly, abruptly—the Lorp spoke before anyone even had time to think about what was
happening.

1. God summoned Moses, Aaron, and Miriam to go to the Tabernacle (Numbers 12:4-5). All three were
obviously together, which means that Miriam and Aaron were most definitely criticizing Moses face-to-face.
Note what happened when they reached the Tabernacle: the cloud of the Shekinah Glory—the very presence of
God—dramatically descended, not to show mercy but wrath. God stood at the entrance of the Tabernacle to
exercise judgment. Stricken with fear and terror, Miriam and Aaron were summoned to step forward toward
God.

2. God strongly rebuked them and defended His unique call to His dear servant (Numbers 12:6-8). Note the
first thing God said: "Listen to my words. Hear, heed what I say."

a. God spoke to His prophets through visions and dreams, but this was not so with Moses.

b. God had called Moses to minister to all of God's house, to all of God's people (Numbers 12:6-7).
Three things in particular set Moses apart from all other prophets:

= First, Moses was extremely faithful to the Lorp and the ministry to which God called him
(Numbers 12:7).

= Second, God spoke with Moses directly, not in riddles (Numbers 12:8).

= Third, Moses actually saw the form of God (Numbers 12:8).
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What does this mean, Moses saw the "form" (tmonah) of God? It does not mean that he saw the
unveiled presence of God. It means that Moses saw a form, a shape, a cloudy image of God, not the

very being of God.

c. Note God's rebuke of Miriam and Aaron. They should have feared questioning the mission of God's
servant: "Why were you not afraid to speak against my servant?"

3. God's anger burned against Miriam and Aaron and He chastised them (Numbers 12:9-12).

a. God left them: the cloud of His presence abruptly lifted from the Tabernacle (Numbers 12:10). The
confrontation had taken place. The judgment had been pronounced.

b. Miriam—because she was apparently the instigator of the attack upon God's servant—was
immediately afflicted with leprosy-like skin (Numbers 12:10). She had committed a terrible sin;
consequently, she was afflicted with the very disease that symbolized the sinful nature of man.

c. Aaron was stricken with terrible fear (Numbers 12:10-12). When he turned, he saw the ghastly disease
that had suddenly covered Miriam's body. Stricken with horror, he cried out to Moses for mercy,
confessing his and Miriam's sin against him (Numbers 12:11). He cried for the healing of Miriam, that
her flesh not be eaten away (Numbers 12:12).

Thought 1. God judges or chastises His people. When we sin, God disciplines and corrects us.

"Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit" (John 15:2).

"But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be
condemned with the world" (1 Cor. 11:32).

""And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My
son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth"
(Hebrews 12:5-6).

Thought 2. Aaron feared the anger and judgment of God. We, too, must fear the anger and judgment of
God. God is going to judge us, judge everything that we do—all our works. No matter what people think
or say, this is the strong declaration of Scripture.

"For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he
shall reward every man according to his works" (Matthew 16:27).
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"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad"
(2 Cor. 5:10).

"And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every
man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear" (1 Peter 1:17).

Thought 3. God calls and gifts believers differently. Every believer is called to a distinct, specific
service. Moses was called to his particular ministry; Miriam and Aaron to theirs. So it is with all
believers. God calls every one of us to serve Him and to serve Him faithfully in the ministry given us.

""Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy,
let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our
ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that
giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showed mercy,
with cheerfulness' (Romans 12:6-8).

"But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ"
(Ephes. 4:7).

""And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ" (Ephes. 4:11-13).

3. (12:13-16) Mercy, of God— Compassion, of God— Prayer, Intercession— Intercession: there was the

great mercy and compassion of God.

1. Moses interceded, cried out from the depths of his heart, cried out to God for his sister Miriam: "O God,
please heal her!" (Numbers 12:3). The chastisement or the affliction had immediately stricken Miriam. The
need was desperate. Miriam was suffering, apparently doomed to a life of alienation and death unless God
immediately had mercy on her. Moses was helpless except for prayer. He and Aaron both knew this. Therefore,
Moses cried out, "O God, please heal her!"

2. God acted: He healed her. But she was still to be disciplined (Numbers 12:14). She had committed a
serious offense; therefore, she needed to learn that a person reaps what he sows, that she must not be critical and
prideful, but instead meek and humble. Thus, God insisted that she undergo the waiting period for the
ceremonially unclean. For seven days, she had to be put out of the camp, cut off from God's people (cp.
Leviticus 13:4-6, 21, 26-27, 31-33). Remember, leprosy or serious skin disease was a symbol of sin. Therefore,
the discipline of Miriam—being removed from God's people—is a picture of the church exercising discipline
when members commit serious sin.
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3. Note the overflowing mercy of God (Numbers 12:15-16).

a. God led His people to wait on her until she returned and could rejoin the march to the promised land.
(Numbers 12:15).

b. God led His people to the Desert of Paran which was to be the staging area for entering the promised
land (Numbers 12:16).

Thought 1. Note two strong lessons for every generation of people.

1) God hears prayer. If a believer cries out to the Lorb—cries out from the depths of his heart—God
hears and answers. Oh, how believers must cry out for their families, their brothers and sisters, their
parents and children.

""Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you' (Matthew 7:7).

""Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak' (Matthew 26:41).

"And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you" (Luke 11:9).

"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you" (John 15:7).

"Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy
may be full" (John 16:24).

""And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to
his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we
have the petitions that we desired of him" (1 John 5:14-15).

""He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will
deliver him, and honour him" (Psalm 91:15).

"Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I
am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and
speaking vanity" (Isaiah 58:9).

""And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet
speaking, I will hear' (Isaiah 65:24).
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2) God is merciful and compassionate. He forgave Miriam's sin and met her need. He will forgive our
sins and cleanse us—if only we will call out to Him.

"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of his grace'' (Ephes. 1:7).

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness'' (1 John 1:9).

"My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for
our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world" (1 John 2:1-2).
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