Third Presbyterian Church
Weekly Bible Study
Sermon on the Mount - Lesson 1
“Poor in Spirit”
Matthew 5:1-3 (NIV)
"Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him,
2and he began to teach them, saying: * "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Luke 18:9-14 (NIV) ° To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus
told this parable: '*"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. '' The Pharisee
stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even
like this tax collector. 1 fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get." * "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He
would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' "I tell you that this
man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who
humbles himself will be exalted."

1. When Jesus saw the crowds he saw their desperate need and it was not for just physical food but
spiritual food, they needed to be taught. So notice Jesus taught his disciples because they were to be the
feeders of the message to the multitudes. With that understanding:

a. Do you see yourself as a disciple?

b. What importance does this understanding now put on bible study and worship service
attendances as well as personal study and devotion?

2. We can’t work our heart right with God, we cannot work our heart full of God, we can’t praise our heart
right with God we cannot praise our heart full of God.

a. With that understanding; Explain in your own words what it means to be poor in spirit and give
examples?

3. We live in a “ME” society where the norm is about self-promotion.

a. What are some specific things in our society that go against being poor in spirit?

b. How do you personally fight the battle against self-promotion so you don’t become a god unto
yourself. (Now please give this question some sincere thought because since Adam and Eve ate
of the fruit we are born with a nature that desires to be worshipped).

4. The Pharisees were the spiritual elitist of that society and tax collectors were the most hated and
despised. At times today we put “Church goers” in the category of Pharisees and “everyone else” in the
category of tax collectors. Church goers get the reputation of being judgmental and having no
compassion on others who are struggling and “not saved.”

a. Is this an accurate statement reflection on todays viewpoint?

b. How have you been judgmental toward others?

c. What are you doing specifically to be more humble and less judgmental?

5. The Pharisees were big on outward appearance. Their public actions and their public dress were
supposed to signify what was on the inside but it did not....they were empty inside and far away from
God.

a. Why do we as a society give special attention/privilege to those who are dressed better than those
whose clothes are outdated and ragged?

b. If we are to be ambassadors of heaven and our commission is to spread the gospel, does it make
a difference in how the gospel is received by others based on how we are dressed on a consistent
basis? (I didn’t ask should it, I asked does it) If this is the case, then what is our response to this
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reality as ambassadors not just in how we dress but in how we take care of ourselves physically?
I ask this question based on my revelation from God that if I don’t look like im living a life of
discipline then my ability to preach a sermon on conviction will be undermined! My message
was if i can’t pass the eye test then my words will not be received in the capacity they need to be.
6. The tax collector understood that he brought nothing to the table of salvation but his sin...he threw
himself on the mercy of God and God received this humility and depravity.
a. How do you respond to someone who says “I am a good person; I don’t have to go to church but
I believe in God and God will be pleased with me being a good person?”
7. Share your main takeaways from the sermon and the lesson discussion tonight.

A. The True Disciple (Part I): Who He is and His Reward (the Beatitudes), 5:1-12

(5:1-12) Introduction: seldom in history have so few words been spoken with so much meaning. The
Beatitudes of our Lord are powerful, holding before the world a descriptive picture of the true disciple of God.
The Beatitudes cover the glorious hope and reward the believer can expect, now as well as in eternity.

1. Jesus saw multitudes (v.1-2).

2. The poor in spirit: shall be given the Kingdom of Heaven (v.3).

3. Those who mourn: shall be comforted (v.4).

4. The meek: shall inherit the earth (v.5).

5. Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness: shall be filled (v.6).

6. The merciful: shall obtain mercy (v.7).
7. The pure in heart: shall see God (v.8).
8. The peacemakers: shall be called the children of God (v.9).

9.1 hQ DQISQQ]]IQd' sha” bQ given Ihﬁ K ]nngm Qf Heaven (v.10-12)

1. (5:1-2) Compassion: Jesus saw the multitudes. It is to be noted that the Sermon on the Mount was given to
the disciples not to the multitudes. "Seeing the multitudes," Jesus was moved with compassion over their
desperate plight and need. He knew that He could not reach them by Himself, so He was driven to get alone
with His disciples. He had to begin preparing them for their ministry to the multitudes.

(How long was He with His disciples on the mountain? A day? A week? Several weeks? It simply says that
"when He had come down from the mountain, multitudes followed Him" (Matthew 8:1).

Thought 1. There are two basic ingredients for reaching the multitudes.
1) Compassion: seeing the multitudes; keeping one's eyes open so people and their needs can be seen.

"But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd" (Matthew 9:36).

"In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his
love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of
old" (Isaiah 63:9).
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2) Discipleship: realizing that one cannot accomplish the task alone. Others must be taught to help in the
great commission.

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matthew
28:19-20).

""And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2).

Thought 2. Preaching and teaching are not to be done only in the church, but wherever people are
found—on mountains, by the seashore, in homes, on the streets—any place and every place.

Thought 3. Crowds are important, but a small band of disciples is critical to accomplish the great
commission. The mission of the Lord is reaching people, but the method of the Lord is to make disciples.
It is giving intensive training to a small group so they can help in the ministry to the multitudes. Making
disciples was also the method of Paul (see notes—" Matthew 28:19-20).

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matthew
28:19-20).

"Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named
Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father
was a Greek....Him would Paul have to go forth with him" (Acts 16:1, 3).

""And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2).

Thought 4. Christian leaders are to call together small bands of disciples for special training and
preparation. Matthew says without any explanation that "His disciples came to Him" (Matthew 5:1), but
Mark and Luke say that Christ called the disciples together for training and preparation (Mark 3:13; Luke
6:13).

Thought S. Three things are needed for training and preparation: a place, a time, and a message. The
words "He went up...and when He was set" seem to be saying that Jesus had deliberately chosen this
place and time for this training. All had been planned; Jesus was personally prepared. (What a lesson too
often neglected.)

DEEPER STUDY #1 (5:3) Blessed (makarios)
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Thought 1. "To be blessed" is what men seek. The problem is that they seek it in the things of this earth:
position, money, fame, power, and sensual pleasure.

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor
steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Matthew 6:19-21).

"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. 6:17-18).

"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world" (1 John
2:15-16).

Thought 2. Man seeks to be blessed only in this world. This says several things about his nature.
1) Man is carnal and corruptible and he is sinful and dying.

"For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after
the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot
please God" (Romans 8:5-8).

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord" (Romans 6:23).

""And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews

9:27).

2) Man is deceived and blinded to his real need, that of a renewed spirit.

"Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3).

""And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new man, which
after God is created in righteousness and true holiness' (Ephes. 4:23-24).

"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever'" (1 Peter 1:23).

3) Man is ignorant of the Kingdom of Heaven (see Deeper Study #3, Kingdom of Heaven—Matthew
19:23-24).
= He is misguided and deceived about it
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He is unbelieving about it.

He prefers something else to it.
He is hardened to it.

He is neglectful of it.

LU R

He is unconcerned about it.

2. (5:3) Poor in Spirit: to acknowledge spiritual poverty. It is poverty, absolute and abject poverty of spirit. It
is being destitute and conspicuously poor in spirit. Note several significant facts about the "poor in spirit."

1. Being poor in spirit does not mean that a man must be poverty-stricken and financially poor. Hunger,
nakedness, and slums are not pleasing to God, especially in a world of plenty. Christ is not talking about
material poverty. He means what He says: poor in spirit. Being "poor in spirit" means several things.

a. To acknowledge our utter helplessness before God, our spiritual poverty, our spiritual need. We are
solely dependent upon God to meet our need.

b. To acknowledge our utter lack in facing life and eternity apart from God. To acknowledge that the real
blessings of life and eternity come only from a right relationship with God (see note—" Ephes. 1:3; cp.
John 10:10; Galatians 5:22-23).

c. To acknowledge our utter lack of superiority before all others and our spiritual deadness before God.
To acknowledge that we are no better, no richer, no more superior than the next person—no matter
what we have achieved in this world (fame, fortune, power). Our attitude toward others is not proud
and haughty, not superior and overbearing. To be "poor in spirit" means acknowledging that every
human being is a real person just like everyone else—a person who has a significant contribution to
make to society and to the world. The person "poor in spirit" approaches life in humility and
appreciation, not as though life owes him, but as though he owes life. He has been given the privilege
of living; therefore, he journeys through life with a humble attitude and he contributes all he can to a

needy world out of a spirit of appreciation.

2. The opposite of being "poor in spirit" is having a spirit that is full of self. There is a world of difference
between these two spirits. There is the difference of thinking that we are righteous versus acknowledging that
we need the righteousness of Christ. There is the difference of being self-righteous versus being given the
righteousness of Christ. Self-righteousness goes no farther than self; that is, it goes no farther than death. Self
dies and everything with self including our self-righteousness. But the righteousness that is of Christ lives
forever. (See note—" Romans 3:21-22; note 3—" Galatians 2:15-16 and Deeper Study #1—Galatians 2:15-16;
Deeper Study #2—~Galatians 2:16. See outline— Romans 10:6-7 and note—" Romans 10:6-7.)

"But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the prophets; even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon
all them that believe: for there is no difference" (Romans 3:21-22).

"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5:21).

""And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phil. 3:9).
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3. Two critical steps are taken by the person who truly acknowledges his spiritual poverty.
a. He turns his primary attention away from the things of this world. He knows things can never make
him rich in spirit.
b. He turns his primary attention to God and His kingdom. He knows God alone can make him rich in
spirit (see note—" Ephes. 1:3).
4. The "poor in spirit" are weary and burdened for the world. They know the truth of this world and of
eternity. Therefore, they have set their face to do their part for both.
a. They are weary of the deceptive appearances and enticements of this world. They have learned that
"all is vanity [empty]" and all is corruptible. All waste away, even human life itself. Therefore, they
feel weary and burdened for those who are still lost in the world.
b. They are weary from having labored so much to reach their generation. They have labored to serve
and make their contribution as God has called them. They have toiled so laboriously for one reason
only: the love of Christ constrained them to reach their generation (2 Cor. 5:14).
5. The "poor in spirit" are those who approach the world as a child (see notes— Matthew 18:1-2; Deeper
Study #2—Mark 10:14; Deeper Study #3—Mark 10:14; Deeper Study #4—Mark 10:14. These notes give an
excellent description of what it means to be "poor in spirit.") All children are very, very precious to God and are

given angels to look over them (Matthew 18:10 cp. Psalm 91:11).

DEEPER STUDY #2 (5:3) Poor in Spirit— Reward— Kingdom of Heaven

DEEPER STUDY #1

(5:3) Blessed (Makarios): spiritual joy and satisfaction that lasts regardless of conditions; that carries one
through pain, sorrow, loss, and grief.

DEEPER STUDY #2

(3:3) Poor in Spirit— Reward— Kingdom of Heaven: the "poor in spirit" are blessed with the Kingdom of
Heaven (see Deeper Study #3-—Matthew 19:23-24). The "poor in spirit" inherit three significant things.

1. The poor in spirit receive forgiveness of sin and God's continued remembrance: the assurance that God
will never forget.

"For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more" (Hebrews 8:12).

""And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more' (Hebrews 10:17).

"He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand
generations" (Psalm 105:8).

""And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying,
Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith
the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more" (Jeremiah
31:34).
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2. The poor in spirit receive a fellowship with other believers who walk as they walk.

""And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42).

""Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and
of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth
unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit" (Ephes. 2:19-22).

"That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ'" (1 John 1:3).

3. The poor in spirit receive the gift of life that is forever: the eternal fellowship with both God and the
congregation of those who are poor in spirit.

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life"
(John 5:24).

"For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together'" (Romans 8:15-17).

D. The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican: The Spirit Needed for Prayer, 18:9-14

(18:9-14) Introduction: two striking things are seen in this passage—both the spirit needed for prayer and the
spirit needed for one to be saved.

1. A parable of warning (v.9).

2. The scene: two men are praying in the temple (v.10).

3. The religionist prays (v.11-12).

4. The sinner prays (v.13).

5. The major lesson: justification (v.14).

1. (18:9) Self-righteousness— Religionists— Self-sufficient: this parable is directed to three self-centered
persons.

1. Those who trust (peitho ™% **") in themselves; that is, those who feel they are completely self-sufficient
and have no need for anyone else. They feel all they need dwells within their own bodies and minds. There is a
feeling that neither God nor anyone else is really needed—not too often, if ever—as one ploughs through life.
Note the pride and conceit in the self-sufficient.
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"And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to

know" (1 Cor. 8:2).

"Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12).
"For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself"

(Galatians 6:3).

2. Those who are self-righteous. The self-righteous differ from the self-sufficient in that they are interested
in righteousness and in God. The self-righteous can be divided into two classes.

a.

There are those who feel they are good enough for God as they are. They have done and are doing
enough good for God to accept them. They think that when they stand face to face with God, He will
never reject them. True, they do wrong; but not that much wrong, not enough for God to reject and
condemn them, not for eternity. They go about life living as they wish, worshipping God only enough
to satisfy their consciences.

Thought 1. The vast majority of people are in this class of self-righteousness. Few men believe they
will be rejected by God and refused entrance into heaven. They feel they have enough goodness to
make them acceptable to God.

"For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that
commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing
themselves among themselves, are not wise' (2 Cor. 10:12).

"If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect, it shall
also prove me perverse'" (Job 9:20).

There are those who have a sensitive conscience and feel the need to give themselves to good works
as much as is humanly possible. They work and do good in order to secure the favor of God. They
believe their good works are what make them good and righteous and build them up in the eyes of
God. Thus, they labor all their lives trying to build up virtue and merit before God. They try their best
to make themselves acceptable to God.

"For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of
the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew
3:20).

""Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity"
(Matthew 7:22-23).
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3. Those who despise others. The word "despise" (exouthenountas ™% **’) means to set at naught; to count
as nothing, as unimportant and insignificant. Such persons feel and act as though they are above and better,
more important and significant than others. They shy away from, ignore and neglect, pass by and downgrade,
criticize and talk about...

* the poor + the downcast

* the unfortunate  the derelict

» the poorly dressed * the undernourished
 the homeless * the sinner

"Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which
ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you' (Acts 13:41).

Now note: it is these people to whom Jesus directed this parable. He both appealed to and warned the
self-sufficient, self-righteous, and the man who despises others.

2. (18:10) Seeking God— Prayer: two men are praying in the temple. One was a Pharisee, a religionist; the
other was a publican, a tax collector who was a great sinner. Note two points.

1. Both men went to the most prominent place to pray, to the temple, the house of prayer itself. There is no
better place to pray, no better place to seek God's face. Both men were seeking God's face right where they
should have been.

2. Both men went to pray in order to please God. They were both seeking God, wanting God to accept
them and to be present with them throughout all their life.

"But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him
with all thy heart and with all thy soul" (Deut. 4:29).

3. (18:11-12) Self-Righteousness— Religionists: there is the prayer of the religionist.

1. The religionist stood and prayed only "with himself." Standing was the posture used for public prayer in
that day. But note the signiticant fact: he prayed only "with himself," that is, only to himself. He called "God" by
name and addressed his words to God, but his words were not going up to God. They were not a true prayer. He
was speaking only with himself and perhaps to others who could hear him. His time and words were wasted
except for their personal value, that is, to build his self-confidence and social acceptance. As far as God was
concerned, no prayer was being offered to Him. The man's so-called prayer was only a formal prayer. There
was no true worship or personal communion in it.

""Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and
doeth his will, him he heareth'" (John 9:31).

"Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts'" (James
4:3).
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"If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me" (Psalm 66:18).
"Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they seek me early, but they shall not find

me' (Proverbs 1:28).

2. The religionist thanked God for making him what he was. Note several things that should be eye-openers
to us.

a. He thanked God that he had been kept from the sins which people counted as public sins or
scandalous sins. God had kept him from falling into the great public sins. He acknowledged that "but
for the grace [strength] of God, there go I," and he thanked God that he had been kept from such
terrible sins.

b. He said that other men had fallen and committed such sins. He said that...

* God had His hand upon his life and had kept him from sin, so he thanked God for keeping
him.

* God did not have His hand upon the lives of sinners, so he thanked God that he was not like
such men.

* God looked upon him as the favored one and upon the sinner as the unfavored one.

c. He listed some of the more serious public or scandalous sins that he had not fallen into. He thanked
God that he was not...

* an extortioner: in dealing with others he had always been fair and just, kind and giving, rather
than coming across as not being fair or as taking advantage of others.

* unjust: he treated all men justly by recognizing, commending, and promoting them and their
welfare. He moved to the side himself and pushed others ahead rather than running the risk of
appearing unjust and demonstrating a bad testimony.

* an adulterer: he was faithful and moral, never going astray in his behavior.

* a betrayer or non-religious person: he was not as the tax collectors who sold their loyalty and
religious privileges to serve the Roman empire, by which they betrayed their own nation

d. He listed two very positive and worshipful acts which he did.

= He fasted twice a week. Imagine going without food two days every week just to seek to
worship and please God. The religionist was as sincere as he could be about God and
righteousness.

= He tithed not only ten percent of his income, but ten percent of all that he possessed.
Imagine!

4. (18:13) Lost, The— Confession— Mercy: there is the prayer of the sinner. Note three significant points.

1. The sinner stood "afar off." He was ashamed and embarrassed by his sin. He felt cut off both by God and
man. He felt isolated and alone, estranged and separated, dirty and unclean. He also knew that others were
embarrassed and shamed by his sin, and he did not want them to be, so he kept his distance: he stood "afar off."
But note: he is genuinely worshipping God, even if he is standing "afar off."

2. The sinner felt he was unworthy to face God. This is seen in two acts.

a. He would not so much as lift his eyes up to heaven. He did lift his heart, but not his eyes. His sins
weighed him down ever so heavily, for he had fallen into gross sin. He was a terrible sinner and he
knew it. He was unworthy of the least of God's favors and he knew it. He did not deserve God's

forgiveness and acceptance, and he knew it. He could not lift up his eyes, for he had hurt God too
much.
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b. He beat upon his breast and did it often. Why? Because he could not help it. Sometimes he was
disappointed in himself and angry at himself; at other times his heart burst with tears of pleading,
begging God to forgive him. He was so unworthy that the tension, emotions, and strain burst forth.

""All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son
will reveal him" (Matthew 11:27).

3. The sinner cried for mercy. There are two things to note.

a. He called himself "the sinner" (t0 hamartolo *V3**®). This is critical: he did not feel he was just "a
sinner" like everyone else, which would mean he was also as good as everyone else. But he felt he
was the sinner, the one who had hurt and shamed God more than anyone else, the one who was more
undeserving than anyone else. There was nothing good within him, nothing to commend him to God,
nothing to make him acceptable to God.

b. He cried for mercy. The word "mercy" (hilasthéti®™ %) is really the word for "propitiated." He
prayed for God to remove His anger and judgment from him. He deserved God's anger and judgment,
but he begged God to turn His anger and judgment away. He felt he would die from the pressure
within his chest unless God forgave him and gave him peace and assurance of forgiveness. He wanted
to be reconciled to God; he wanted God to remove His judgment from him and to accept him.

Now note: he knew the only way he could ever be accepted by God was for God to have mercy
upon him and to forgive his sins. He had no good thing about him, no righteousness to offer God. If he
was going to be saved by God, God had to accept him simply because he came to God in all the
desperation and sincerity of his heart and begged God for mercy. God alone was his hope, and mercy
alone was all he could plead.

""And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation" (Luke 1:50).
""Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus 3:5; cp.
Titus 3:4-7).
5. (18:14) Justification— Salvation: the major lesson of these verses is justification. The words of Jesus are
shocking, contrary to what the world teaches, contrary to the opinions of men, and even contrary to the way
many believers act. The scandalous sinner is the one "justified" in the sight of God. Why? There are two
reasons given by Jesus.

1. Because of what justification means. It means that a person...
» acknowledges his sinfulness and unworthiness.
 cries for God to have mercy.
The justified person is not righteous, but he is counted righteous by God. The justified person has genuinely
cried for mercy and turned from his sin to God. Because of his cry and repentance, God has taken his cry and
counted it as righteousness. He has accepted the person because his heart was really set upon God.
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"They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call
the righteous, but sinners to repentance' (Mark 2:17).
""And therefore it [faith] was imputed to him for righteousness" (Romans 4:22).
2. Because a proud approach is not heard

"For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be
exalted" (Luke 14:11).

""A man's pride shall bring him low: but honor shall uphold the humble in spirit" (Proverbs
29:23).

Preacher's Outline and Sermon Bible - Commentary - The Preacher's Outline & Sermon Bible — Luke.
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