
 

 

Ministry of the Holy Spirit​
Acts 8:26-40​

Lesson 16 – Chasing Chariots 
Acts 8:26-40 (NIV) 26  Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the 
desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 27  So he started out, and on his way he 
met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28  and on his way home was 
sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 29  The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that 
chariot and stay near it." 30  Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah 
the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. 31  "How can I," he said, 
"unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. ​
32  The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33  In his humiliation he 
was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the 
earth." 34  The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself 
or someone else?" 35  Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 
good news about Jesus. 36  As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" 37 (6) 38  And he gave orders to 
stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized 
him. 39  When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, 
and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40  Philip, however, 
appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached 
Caesarea.  

Discussion Questions 

1.​ How do you know when the Spirit is actually speaking to you? 

2.​ What is the strangest place or situation the Holy Spirit has led you to minister to 
someone? 

3.​ We are born worshipping beings. This is characterized as being born with a hole in your 
heart spiritually that we look to fill.  

a.​  Why does this born nature make human beings susceptible to addictions?   

b.​ If that is the case how does this chance your heart toward people struggling with 
addiction? 

c.​ What fills the hole in our heart we are born with? 
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4.​ Do you feel Third Church is a place where the Spirit is alive and real? If so, discuss the 
evidence? 

5.​ What does it mean to be spiritually available to God? 

a.​ What can we do to make ourselves more spiritually available to God? 

6.​ The sermon speaks of God’s desire for us to chase down chariots. What does this mean to 
you? 

7.​ God at times moves us when everything is going great!!  Why do you think that is the 
case?  Discuss a time when God moved you to another assignment when you felt timing 
was too soon? 

8.​ What does it mean to you to connect before you correct as you evangelize? Give example 
of this in your own evangelistic journey.  

9.​ Share your major takeaways from the Lesson/Sermon this week. 
 
The Great Mission to An Individual: A Study of Witnessing, 8:26-40 

(8:26-40) Introduction: this passage stresses the importance of an individual to God. A miraculous act was 
needed. God is seen leading Philip to a single person who needed to know Christ, and in the interview 
between the two we have a strong study on witnessing. We see just what is involved in witnessing to an 
individual. 

  

1. (8:26) Guidance: Philip was led by an angel of the Lord. Angels are "ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation" (Hebrews 1:14. See Deeper Study #1, Angels—Hebrews 
1:4-14 for more discussion.) There was a particular individual that God wished to reach with the gospel and 
save, so God sent an angel to instruct Philip where to go. The point is this: Philip had no way of knowing 
God's will in this particular case, not apart from a personal confrontation from God. So God confronted and 
instructed Philip in such a way that Philip knew exactly what God's will was. 

The angel instructed Philip... 

•  to arise. 

•  to go—to go south to a certain road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza. The road was a desert road. 

Now note: God did not tell Philip why he was to travel the main road to the South, only to arise and go. Just as 
Abraham of old, Philip had to walk by faith. And this he did. He arose and went, not knowing why, but 
trusting God to show him. 

  

Thought 1. God does whatever is necessary to instruct and guide believers. He is not limited to our theories and 
beliefs. He has at His disposal all the power and all of creation to use as He wills. And He will use whatever 
is needed to reach anyone who is truly hungry to know the way of salvation. No one will ever be lost, not if 
they honestly believe God and diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). God will see to it, no matter what has to 
be done. 
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"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things [provisions] shall be 

added unto you" (Matthew 6:33). 
"And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 

unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened" (Luke 11:9-10; cp. Luke 11:5-8). 

  

Thought 2. The cry of the hour is for believers... 

•  to arise. 

•  to go out into the roads of the world. 

•  to trust God to lead to those who are seeking Him. 

  

"And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men" (Matthew 4:19). 
"Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. So those servants 

went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and 
the wedding was furnished with guests" (Matthew 22:9-10). 

"For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that 
call upon him" (Romans 10:12). 

   

2. (8:27-28) Witnessing: what Philip found. He saw a man riding in a chariot returning from Jerusalem. 

1.  Philip found a foreigner, a man from Ethiopia. Ethiopia was hundreds of miles from Jerusalem. The eunuch 
had been to Jerusalem to attend a religious feast. 

  

Thought 1. Too often believers shy away from foreigners, shy away from anyone who differs from them. God 
wants us to reach everyone, no matter what nationality they are. Just think: everyone is a foreigner to some 
people of the world. Everyone differs from someone else. We cannot let differences keep us from witnessing 
and sharing Christ. 

  

"In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me, and drink" (John 7:37). 

"For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that 
call upon him" (Romans 10:12). 

2.  Philip found a high ranking government official who served under the Queen of Ethiopia. Candace is not the 
name of a particular queen, but the title of a dynasty of queens (such as the title of the Pharaohs and of the 
Ptolemys of Egypt). 

  

Thought 1. The upper levels of society and government must be reached for Christ as well as other citizens. 

  

"Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess 
before the angels of God" (Luke 12:8). 
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"But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 

give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life" (John 4:14). 
  

3.  Philip found a eunuch. Being a eunuch shows that he was a man of extreme commitment and dedication, a 
man who was probably seeking after truth. It was the policy of queens to choose outstanding eunuchs to fill 
official positions in their governments. 

  

Thought 1. It takes a person of commitment and dedication to be saved. The lazy, complacent, unproductive, 
and comfortable do not have enough interest and concern for life to be genuinely saved. 

  

"Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids" (Proverbs 6:4). 
"Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 

provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt thou sleep, O 
sluggard? When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of 
the hands to sleep: so shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man" 
(Proverbs 6:6-11). 

4.  Philip found a worshipper. This definitely shows he was seeking after the truth and after God. Note: he was a 
convert to Judaism and had travelled hundreds of miles to Jerusalem to worship in the temple. 

  

Thought 1. A person must be a worshipper of God Himself. But note: just being a worshipper is not enough. A 
person must be seeking after the only living and true God to be saved. 

  

"But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). 

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" 
(John 14:6). 

  

5.  Philip found a reader of Scripture. Picture the scene. The Ethiopian official is riding along in his chariot, not 
observing the scenery, not taking care of some official paperwork, but reading the Bible. The man was 
experiencing a deep hunger and thirst for God. 

  

Thought 1. A person must hunger and thirst after righteousness, true righteousness, to be saved. One must not 
only believe, but diligently seek God. True belief is diligently seeking God. (See Deeper Study #2—John 
2:24.) 

  

"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matthew 5:6). 
"Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me" 

(John 5:39). 
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Thought 2. When witnessing, believers need to be alert to the attitude, interest, commitment, and seeking levels 

of the lost. If the levels are low, the witness needs to quickly sow the seed and move on. There are others 
whose commitment and seeking levels are high, and who are ready to give their lives to Christ. 

  

"Lord, all my desire is before thee; and my groaning is not hid from thee" (Psalm 38:9). 
"My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?" (Psalm 42:2). 
"O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a 

dry and thirsty land, where no water is" (Psalm 63:1). 
3. (8:29) Holy Spirit, Guidance: what Philip sensed. He sensed the impulse, the tug, the movement, the 

direction of the Holy Spirit to approach this particular man. And he sensed the man needed Christ. 

  

Thought 1. There is great need to be led by the Spirit in our witnessing. But this necessitates being surrendered 
and controlled by the Spirit. The great need of the hour is for believers to be controlled by the Spirit of God. 
Then and only then can we expect to be led by the Spirit. Note the clear statement of Scripture. 

  

Thought 2. To whom should we witness? To what particular person or persons? 

1)  The Spirit of God will guide and direct us. 

2)  The problem is not the Spirit's willingness to guide and direct us. The problem is our not being surrendered 
and controlled enough by the Spirit to sense and know His direction. 

3)  The Spirit of God has been trying to gain control of people's lives ever since Christ walked upon the earth. 
He has needed lives to reach the world, but so few have been willing to put their lives under His control, so 
few have been willing to "arise and go." 

  

"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Romans 8:14). 
"Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 

himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come" (John 
16:13). 

  

4. (8:30-34) Seeking God: what Philip did. Philip did four significant things. 

1.  Philip obeyed the Spirit of God. He ran up to the man. When he did what the Spirit instructed, Philip found 
out that the man had been prepared to receive the witness of the Lord. He heard the man reading the 
Scripture out loud. 

2.  Philip initiated a conversation with the man. Note Philip did not wait for the man to notice and question him 
as to why he was running alongside the chariot. Philip took the lead; he spoke first. 

3.  Philip joined the man. The man invited Philip and welcomed him. The man was one to whom the believer 
was to go, one who welcomed the witness. Believers are not to go to those who do not welcome the 
message. (See note—• Matthew 10:12-15; note—• Luke 10:5-6.) 

4.  Philip noted where the man was in his seeking of God. The man was extremely faithful... 

•  in worshipping God. He had travelled hundreds of miles to worship in the temple at Jerusalem. 

•  in reading the Scripture. 
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But the man had a problem. He did not understand the most basic truth—the truth that Christ had died for him. 

He did not know that God's Messiah had already come and died for man. 

Note that the man was reading Isaiah 53:7-8, which is a prediction of the coming Messiah... 

•  of His death: His being led as a sheep to the slaughter. 

•  of His willingness to die: His not opening His mouth in opposition. 

•  of His humiliation in death: His judgment—the justice due Him was taken away and denied Him. 

•  of His generation, His seed or followers: His generation of followers are innumerable. Who can number them 
since Jesus' life was taken from the earth (since He died)? (Cp. Psalm 22:30.) 

The man just did not understand the Scripture. He did not understand that Jesus of Nazareth had fulfilled the 
prophecy, that the Savior had already come and died for the sins of men. 

  

Thought 1. Many do not know Christ today. Why? For the same reason the eunuch did not know: they have 
never heard. No believer has gone to tell them. 

  

"I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited 
me not" (Matthew 25:43). 

"And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, 
shall be beaten with many stripes" (Luke 12:47). 

"Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin" (James 4:17). 
  

5. (8:35) Witness: what Philip said and proclaimed. Philip preached Jesus. He took the prophecy in Isaiah and 
answered the very question of the man. Philip showed how Jesus fulfilled the prophecy. He preached the 
death, resurrection, and exaltation of Jesus (see notes—•Acts 1:3 and Deeper Study #1—Acts 1:3; 
note—•Acts 2:22-24; Deeper Study #4—Acts 2:24; notes—•Acts 2:25-36; and note Acts—•3:13-15 for 
discussion and verses). 

  

  

6. (8:36-38) Decision: what Philip saw happen. He saw three significant steps taken by the man. 

1.  The man desired baptism. Note the immediate request: "Here is water, what doth hinder me to be baptized?" 

2.  The man believed that Jesus Christ was the Son of God (see note—•Acts 8:35). 

  

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John 
5:24). 

  

3.  The man believed and immediately followed through with baptism. (See Deeper Study #1, Baptism—Acts 
2:38.) 
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7. (8:39-40) Holy Spirit, Guidance: what Philip experienced—the continued leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

1.  Philip was no longer needed. His task was done. It was time for him to move on, so the Spirit of God took 
him away. The word for "caught away" (hērpasen PWS: 526) is strong. It means to be snatched away quickly, 
immediately, miraculously. It is the same word used for the rapture of the church (1 Thes. 4:17; cp. 2 Cor. 
12:2). 

2.  The Holy Spirit led Philip back to Samaria. Note that he travelled throughout "all the cities" preaching 
Christ. Eventually he came to the city of Caesarea where he bought a house and set up his evangelistic 
headquarters (Acts 21:8). 

  

"Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come" (John 
16:13). 

"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Romans 8:14). 
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 

​
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