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Third Presbyterian Church
Bible Study
Sermon on the Mount — Lesson 7
“No Justice No peace”

Matthew 5:9 (NIV)
? Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

Romans 3:9-10 A5 it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; '' there is no one who understands, no one
who seeks God.

Romans 6:23 (NIV) % For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord

Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV) # "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, ** leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your
brother; then come and offer your gift.

Discussion Questions:

1.

2.

Why do you think one of the top needs of people is a desire for and to have peace?

Why does someone acting differently or them being eliminated from our lives no give us the peace we
seek?

a. Why does seeing someone punished for wrong done to you not bring peace?
Explain in your own words the statement “You can’t make peace of you don’t have peace.”

Why is the spiritual diagnostic question of “Where is God in your life” so important? What insights do
you find from answering this question?

The sermon brought the reality of the unsaved being on “Spiritual Death Row.”
a. What are some of the characteristics and actions of someone on spiritual death row?

b. Why is it dangerous to be in a romantic or business relationship with someone on spiritual death
row?

In throwing yourselves on the mercy of the court, the judge (God) throws the entire book of judgment at
you, but its intercepted by Jesus as he took the punishment for your sin and took on the wrath of God for
you.

a. Have discussion of what that means to you and your personal response from being pardoned
from spiritual death row.

The sermon made a point that we are all creations of God but we are NOT all children of God.
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a. Agree or disagree and why?

b. How do you respond to the reality of not everyone is a child of God? Does it change the way
you interact or evangelize others?

8. The sermon spoke about worship to God being unacceptable if you have not reconciled and carrying a
grudge against your brother/sister in Christ.

a. Have discussion on this reality.
b. What if you try to reconcile and its rejected, does my worship become acceptable then?

c. Jesus does not separate our worship from our relationships and you worship to God is predicated
on your relationships with others. How does that land in your spirit? Please share with group.

d. How does it change your thinking about forgiveness insofar as our reconciliation with others IS
A PART OF OUR WORSHIP TO GOD?

9. After I have received peace from God, what does it look like to be a peace maker?

10. Share your major takeaways from the sermon/lesson this week.

Commentary

8. (5:9) Peacemakers (eirenopoios ®5-2813): to bring men together; to make peace between men and God; to
solve disputes and erase divisions; to reconcile differences and eliminate strife; to silence tongues and build
right relationships.

1. Who is the peacemaker?

a. The person who strives to make peace with God (Romans 5:1; Ephes. 2:14-17). He conquers the inner
struggle, settles the inner tension, handles the inner pressure. He takes the struggle within his heart between
good and evil, and strives for the good and conquers the bad.

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans
S:1).

"For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition
between us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; and that he might reconcile
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: and came and preached peace
to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh" (Ephes. 2:14-17).

b. The person who strives at every opportunity to make peace within others. He seeks and leads others to make
their peace with God—to conquer their inner struggle, to settle their inner tension, to handle their inner
pressure.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=748&tocpath=P%5C#2873:%20Peacemakers
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+5%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+2%3A14-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+5%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+5%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+2%3A14-17
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"Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify
another" (Romans 14:19).

c. The person who strives at every opportunity to make peace between others. He works to solve disputes and
erase divisions, to reconcile differences and eliminate strife, to silence tongues and build relationships.

"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better
than themselves" (Phil. 2:3).

"Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about
words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers" (2 Tim. 2:14).

""And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient" (2 Tim.
2:29).

2. The peacemaker is the person who has made peace with God (Romans 5:1), and knows the peace of God
(see note—" John 14:27).

3. Peacemakers love peace, but they do not passively accept trouble. There are those who claim to love peace,
yet they remove themselves from all trouble. They ignore and flee problems and threatening situations, and they
often evade issues. They make no attempt to bring peace between others. The peacemaker (of whom Christ
speaks) faces the trouble no matter how dangerous, and works to bring a true peace no matter the struggle.

4. The world has its troublemakers. Practically every organization has its troublemakers, including the church.
Wherever the troublemaker is, there is criticism, grumbling, and murmuring; and, too often, a division within
the body—a division that is sometimes minor, sometimes major; sometimes just distasteful, sometimes outright
bitter. The peacemaker cannot stand such. He goes forth to settle the matter, solve the problem, handle the
differences, and reconcile the parties.

5. The gospel of Christ is to be spread by peaceful means, not by forceful means. There are many kinds of
force.

a. There is verbal force through loudness, a dominating conversation, improper sales tactics, threats, bigotry,
and abuse.

b. There is physical force through facial expressions, body motions, an overpowering presence, and attacks.

DEEPER STUDY #2

(4:5-6) Adoption: the word "adoption" (huiothesia ®3~%) means to place as a son. The picture of adoption is a
beautiful picture of what God does for the Christian. In the ancient world the family was based on a Roman law
called "patria potestas," the father's power. The law gave the father absolute authority over his children so long
as the father lived. He could work, enslave, sell, and if he wished, he could pronounce the death penalty.
Regardless of the child's adult age, the father held all power over personal and property rights.

Therefore, adoption was a serious matter. Yet, it was a common practice to ensure that a family would not
become extinct by having no male children. And when a child was adopted, three legal steps were taken.

1. The adopted son was adopted permanently. He could not be adopted today and disinherited tomorrow. He
became a son of the father—forever. He was eternally secure as a son.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+14%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2%3A3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+5%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=595&tocpath=John%20Commentary%5CJohn%5CXIII.%20THE%20REVELATION%20OF%20JESUS,%20THE%20GREAT%20MINISTER%20AND%20HIS%20LEGACY,%2013:1-16:33%5CH.%20The%20Source%20of%20Peace,%20Joy,%20and%20Security,%2014:27-31%5C1.%20The%20source%20of%20peace%20(v.27)
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+4%3A5-6
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=748&tocpath=A%5C#57:%20Adoption%20As%20Sons,%20Of%20Sons
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2. The adopted son immediately had all the rights of a legitimate son in the new family.

3. The adopted son completely lost all rights in his old family. The adopted son was looked upon as a new
person—so new that old debts and obligations connected with his former family were cancelled out and
abolished as if they never existed.

The Bible says several things about the believer's adoption as a son of God.

1. The believer's adoption establishes a new relationship with God—forever. He is eternally secure as a child of
God. But the new relationship is established only when a person comes to Christ through faith (Galatians 3:26;
Galatians 4:4-5).

2. The believer's adoption establishes a new relationship with God as father. The believer has all the rights and
privileges of a genuine son of God (Romans 8:16-17; 1 John 3:1-2).

3. The believer's adoption establishes a new dynamic experience with God as father, a moment by moment
access into His very presence (Romans 8:14, 16; Galatians 4:6).

D

4. The believer's adoption gives him a very special relationship with other children of God—a family
relationship that binds him with others in an unparalleled spiritual union (see note—Ephes. 2:11-18;

note— 'Ephes. 2:19-22; note— Ephes. 3:6; note—Ephes. 4:4-6; and note—Ephes. 4:17-19. Cp. Acts 2:42. See
outline—" Matthew 12:46-50 and notes—" Matthew 12:46-50.)

5. The believer's adoption makes him a new person. The believer has been taken out from under the authority
and power of the world and its sin. The believer is placed as a son into the family and authority of God. The old
life with all of its debts and obligations are cancelled and wiped out (2 Cor. 5:17; Galatians 3:23-27; 2 Peter 1:4.
See Deeper Study #1—Ephes. 4:22; Deeper Study #3—Ephes. 4:24.)

6. The believer's adoption is to be fully realized in the future at the return of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:19; Ephes.
1:14; 1 Thes. 4:14-17; 1 John 3:2).

7. The believer's adoption and its joy will be shared by all creation on a cosmic scale (Romans 8:21). There is
to be a new heavens and earth (2 Peter 3:12-14; Rev. 21:1-7).

Preacher's Outline and Sermon Bible - Commentary - The Preacher's Outline & Sermon Bible — Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians.
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http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A16-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+3%3A1-2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+4%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=603&sec=00004065#sp10026
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=603&sec=00004229#sp10027
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=603&sec=00004428#sp10028
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=603&sec=00004765#sp10029
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=603&sec=00005028#sp10030
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+2%3A42
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http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Pe+1%3A4
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