Third Presbyterian Church
Bible Study
Sermon on the Mount — Lesson 14
“How are we living?”

Matthew 5:33-37 (NIV)

3" Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath,

keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' ** But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by
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but

heaven, for it is God's throne; *° or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is
the city of the Great King. *® And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair
white or black. *” Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes

from the evil one.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does it say about humanity and the condition we are born in that you don’t have to
teach a child to lie but you have to teach them the necessity and importance of the truth.

a. How does this transfer into adulthood?

2. Discuss why the “extras” to statements have to be made in order to convince someone

that you are telling the truth. (swearing on stack of bibles, God as my witness etc)

a. Why is this action wrong?

b. The was a statement in the sermon “Word is Bond.” Explain what this statement

means and in context how it biblical?

3. The sermon mentioned the difference between an invited person and a tolerated person.

Explain the difference. Why does the relationship with a tolerated person soon dissolve

or is very distant.
4. What are some of the things we lie to ourselves about?
a. Why is it dangerous to keep lying to yourself?
b. How does lying to ourselves affect our worship and service to God?
5. Why is it important to keep our promises even when they seem insignificant?

a. Why shouldn’t we live a life led by our feelings?
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6. To live a life of integrity as Jesus speaks, we cannot be a habitually late person.

a. How does being habitually late undermine all of your relationships.

b. How does being habitually late undermine to witness to others.

c. How is being late an inability to manage your life?

7. Share your major takeaways from the sermon/lesson this week.

Commentary
H. The Real Meaning of Oaths and Swearing, 5:33-37

(5:33-37) Introduction— Swearing— Profanity: Christ said, "Swear not at all" (Matthew 5:34). He was
enlarging the law governing oaths to include all swearing and profanity (cp. Matthew 5:17f; James 5:12). All
conversation should be straight to the point and factual, not injected with oaths or profanity (Matthew 5:34, 37).
A man is to be righteous. His word and character are to be his guarantee, the only oath he needs.

1. The law (v.33).

2. The real meaning: do not swear (v.34-36).
3. The ideal oath or guarantee (v.37).

DEEPER STUDY #1 (5:33-37) Swearing— Profanity— Oaths

DEEPER STUDY #1
(5:33-37) Swearing— Profanity— Oaths: there are at least six types of swearing.

1. There is swearing by oaths. Jesus was put upon His oath (Matthew 26:63), and Paul swore by taking an oath
(2 Cor. 1:23; Galatians 1:20). What then does Christ mean by saying, "Swear not at all"? Simply that a man's
word should be trustworthy in his day to day speech, so trustworthy that no oath is ever necessary. His character
should be his guarantee, the only guarantee he needs.

A second explanation is also possible. Men are evil, so untrustworthy in their day to day dealings that worldly
men require oaths. Thus, Paul and Christ were required to take oaths. However, as stated above, the believer's
word and character should be his bond.

2. There is habitual, frivolous swearing. The unrighteous are said to have "mouths full of cursing and
bitterness" (Romans 3:10, 14).

3. There is hypocritical swearing. There are some who "bless God" in one breath and turn around and "curse
men" in the next breath. "Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing" (James 3:9-10).

4. There is silent, universal swearing. Every man is charged with secretly cursing others within his heart.
"Thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself...hast cursed others" (Eccles. 7:22).
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5. There is evasive swearing. Some do not use words that are foul, dirty, ugly, harsh, or binding. They would
never use God's name in vain. Rather, they choose substitute words—words that are commonly used in
everyday conversation, words that would never be considered swearing. Others choose what are thought to be
milder curse words. By evading harsh swearing, they feel their word is not so binding. They count themselves
less guilty.

6. There is ego swearing. Many swear to boost their ego, their manliness around others. They feel an identity
with the crowd by crossing over to the forbidden.

1. (5:33) Oaths— Swearing— Profanity: the law was based on the third commandment (Exodus 20:7;
Leviticus 19:12; Deut. 23:23; cp. Numbers 30:2). The law had been interpreted to say, "Do not make false
vows"; "Do not swear falsely"; "Do not swear to a lie." But the law was much too narrow. Man had interpreted
it to his own liking which allowed him to swear and curse as much as he wished. Note two signifcant points
about the law:

1. God gave the law to men for several reasons.

a. To keep man from dishonoring God by falsely calling upon His name or by cursing Him.

b. To keep man from perjuring himself, showing himself to be a liar and an unjust and unstable person.
c. To keep man from treating others unjustly.

2. The law was given to govern several things.

a. Lying and then swearing that one is telling the truth. This is perjury. How often men perjure
themselves—stretching the truth, exaggerating, or lying outrightly—and then swear that they are telling the
truth!

b. Making a false vow to God. How many vows have been made to God and never kept!
c. Making a false vow to another person, promising something and not doing it.

d. Using God's name in vain. So many use God's name as a slang or curse word. This person will stand
especially guilty before God (Exodus 20:7).

Scripture says that it is better not to vow than to vow and not pay (Eccles. 5:4-5). The reason is clearly
understood: a vow makes a person a debtor. The person is in debt to fulfill his vow or promise.

1. A vow to God puts the man in debt to God. To break a vow is an act of lying to God (Acts 5:4).
2. A vow to man puts the man in debt to man. To break his vow is an act of injustice to man.

"If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his
word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth'" (Numbers 30:2).

""When thou shalt vow a vow unto the Lord thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the Lord thy God
will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee'" (Deut. 23:21).

2. (5:34-36) Swearing— Profanity: the real meaning of the law is this: swear not at all; curse not at all. Do not
swear or curse by anything.

1. Swear not, because all things are sacred.
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a. Heaven is God's throne: the place where His glory is manifested (Isaiah 66:1). To swear by heaven or to
curse heaven is to swear by God and to curse God.

b. The earth is God's footstool: the place He governs and looks over (Isaiah 66:1; Psalm 24:1). To swear by
earth or to curse earth is to swear by God and to curse God.

c. Jerusalem is the city of the great King (Psalm 48:2; Psalm 46:4). He cares deeply for Jerusalem. There is a
sense in which God cares deeply for every city and place on earth. He cares about how a place is treated and
how it is spoken about (cp. Matthew 10:15; Matthew 11:24; Mark 6:11; Luke 10:12).

2. Swear not, because all power belongs to God. In reality, no man has any power to do anything; for example,
he cannot change his stature. What power he has is given by God. In fact, the power man thinks he has can be
taken away at any moment. Therefore, he really does not have the power to keep oaths. He can be disabled or
snatched away at any moment. The recognition of this reality should cause a man to live so honestly and
straightforwardly that his word alone is acceptable. Oaths and vows should not be necessary.

Note this: all power belongs to God; therefore, a man should stand in awe of God, not curse Him. But observe
what it is that is usually cursed: God and the things of God, the very things that should not be cursed. This says
much about the selfish, depraved nature of man. Cursing God is a terrible sin, so terrible that it is one of the ten
commandments. A special judgment is even pronounced upon the curser (Exodus 20:7). Cursing is
meaningless, thoughtless, and irreverent.

"Thou shalt not take the name of the lord thy God in vain: for the lord will not hold him guiltless that
taketh his name in vain" (Exodus 20:7).

""And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the
lord" (Leviticus 19:12).

"But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne" (Matthew S:34).

Thought 1. Cursing has no mask; it cannot be hidden. It is spoken and heard. The problem is that it is often
acceptable conversation, and cursing is a problem, for it reveals several things:

= a graceless heart

= aproblem with self-image

a thoughtless mind

an inadequate vocabulary

an inconsiderate and selfish spirit

a lack of individuality and/or independence

a hardness or enmity toward God

L R

a foolish regard for judgment and eternity

Thought 2. There are differences of opinion about legal oaths. Some believe they should never take an oath
even for the sake of justice (for example, the Quakers). Others feel they can be called upon to swear for the sake
of justice; but they should never swear of themselves, that is, take the initiative in verifying their word.
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DEEPER STUDY (5:34 arin
(5:34) Swearing: there were two kinds of swearing to the Jews.

1. Bound swearing. These were oaths using God's name. When God's name was used, He was considered a
partner; therefore, the oath could never be broken.

2. Unbound swearing. These were oaths which omitted God's name but used such sacred phrases as "by
heaven," "by earth," "by Jerusalem," "by my head," or some other statement to emphasize one's intention or
truthfulness. Such oaths were not necessarily binding because God was not considered to be a partner in the
oath.

What man so often fails to see is that God is always present. He sees and is concerned with all that a man says
and does, whether by word or action, by statement or oath, by swearing or profanity

Preacher's Outline and Sermon Bible - Commentary - The Preacher's Outline & Sermon Bible — Matthew I.

3. (5:37) Swearing— Oaths— Conversation: there is only one ideal oath and guarantee for man: his word. His
word should arise from his character. It should be the only oath and guarantee he needs. He should not say more
than, "Yes, I will...." or "No, I will not." His life should be so honest and straight that no one would ever
question his word. When he speaks, everyone should know that it will be done. The reason is simply stated:
swearing has its source in evil (see Deeper Study #5—Matthew 5:37). Something that is often overlooked is this
fact: swearing and cursing do not make a matter more believable; they really make a matter more suspicious. A
person swears something because his character or the matter is questionable. What an indictment of depravity!
Yet swearing and cursing are the acceptable habits of men.

"Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men" (Matthew 5:13).

"But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil"
(Matthew 5:37).

"Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer
every man' (Col. 4:6).

"Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ

Jesus" (2 Tim. 1:13).

"In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity,
sincerity, sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed,
having no evil thing to say of you" (Titus 2:7-8).

Thought 1. Oaths are required for one reason: men know the deceitfulness of the human heart. The heart is
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9). All men are liars (Psalm 116:11). Just think
about how often a person leads others on in order to get what he wants.

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?" (Jeremiah 17:9).

"I said in my haste, All men are liars'" (Psalm 116:11).
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Thought 2. Oaths would not be necessary in a perfect world. Everyone would be perfectly honest and
righteous. A man's life would speak loudly and clearly. Whatever a man said would be absolutely dependable.
Therefore, believers should work to change the world by changing the hearts of men.

DEEPER STUDY #5 (5:37) Swearing— Depravity

DEEPER STUDY #5

(5:37) Swearing— Depravity: at least two things are meant here. First, man has to take oaths because the
world is evil. Second, man swears because he is evil and knows that he is evil. Therefore, he swears to
emphasize the truth in the point he makes. The need for oaths and man's need for swearing to the truth are clear
evidence of man's depravity.


http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=587&sec=00003865#link346
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+5%3A37

	Third Presbyterian Church​Bible Study​Sermon on the Mount – Lesson 14​“How are we living?” 

